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Offshore oil exploitation is fast becoming an important component in the world’s 
oil and gas industry. There is a strong pressure from governments for increasing the 
offshore exploration and production activities to meet the growing domestic and 
international demand for oil and gas. This have been causing oil spill incidents all 
over the world as the oil spill prevention is not an easy task; Oil spill is defined as an 
accidental release of oil into a body of water, from a tanker offshore drilling rig, or 
underwater pipeline, often presenting a hazardous marine life and the environment or 
a layer of oil floating on water or covering the shoreline of a body of water or 
covering the shoreline of a body of water; usually petroleum which has leaked from 
an oil tanker. 
Oil spill causes significant impacts to marine life, the reason why measures should 
be taken for prevention and deal with oil spill accidents in the World. In order to better 
manage oil spill different responses had been established all over the world; U.S. 
Government is one of the typical examples in dealing with oil spill, the oil spill 
governance in the U.S. implicate different agencies like federal agencies, states and 
international authorities. This paper analyses the US Government responses to oil spill 
using the example of “2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill” which happened in the Gulf 
of Mexico causing the worst impacts in history as it was a very huge oil spill in the 
world. Many articles wrote on this big event; this research is a synthesis of different 
ideas from many authors analyzing how the U.S Government have been dealing with 
this problem, where it has been successful, where it failed and what kind of lessons 
other countries can learn from the U.S. Government response to oil spill. 
After a long analysis, the findings show that the U.S. Government response have 
been good in some cases but not very successful as the spillage is still spreading up to 
now and the consequences still exist. An international implication and improvement of 
the technical responses could make it very successful. The successful part is how 
everyone in the U.S. even the public got involved in this event and valued this oil spill 
accident viewing this as a disaster, other countries should learn from this and improve 
the stakeholders’ involvement in environment protection and rehabilitation. 
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Chapter 1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 General Introduction  
Oil is the dominant and the most important primary energy source in the world. The 
availability of crude oil and its refined products are a key economic driver behind all 
economic activities undertaken by society today (Burgherr, 2007). Fossil fuels provide 
more than 90 percent of the world’s transportation and commercial energy needs of most 
of the countries in the world (Smil, 2000). 
Although oil is very critical to the economic growth, oil reserves are not equally 
distributed among the countries of the world. According to the British Petroleum 
Statistical Review Report (2010), 54.4 percent of the world’s proven oil reserves lie in the 
countries of the Middle East. These countries produce 30.3 percent of the total oil 
production while the United States, the European Union, and China account for half of 
the world’s total oil consumption. The geographical isolation of oil producers and oil 
consumers necessitates that crude oil and refined products be transported across great 
distances from the producer to the consumer markets (Burgherr, 2007). 
Presently, almost 60 percent of the world’s crude oil extraction is exported, while 
more than 130 countries import crude oil and refined products (Smil, 2000). 
The present isolation of producers in locations where oil reserves lie and the location 
of the consumers along with the intensive use of oil worldwide has resulted in the 
development of increasingly complex sea transportation (Connolly et al., 2003). Shipping 
has provided countries with an efficient and economical means of transport especially for 
oil. Increasingly, however, marine transportation of oil has inevitably resulted in 
accidental oil spills. About two-thirds of the world’s petroleum trade including that in 
crude oil and refined or processed products is carried on through ships along international 
sea lanes (BP, 2011). Over the years, the amount of oil transported by ships has 
significantly increased as the world economies have expanded. In the past few decades, 
the safety and preventive measures introduced both, internationally and nationally, have 
reduced the number of spills and the quantity of accidental releases into the sea. The 
















However, recent incidents show that no one can predict an oil spill; yet, when it 
happens, its consequences can be far reaching. Marine oil spills are unpredictable events 
that may cause significant damages to the environment, the wildlife, and the coastal 
communities. Oil transportation has historically been responsible for many of the larger 
marine oil spills. More recently, there has been an increasing number of major oil spills 
occurring due to offshore exploration and production. Therefore, the coastal states are 
concerned, and are mandatory required to take the necessary measures to respond to oil 
spills in an effective manner to reduce and minimize the environmental, economic, and 
social impacts of oil spills. 
Some oil spill accident which happened pushed the US Government as a coastal state, 
to take part in establishing responses, preventions, preparedness precisely legislative 
response. 
In 2010 in Gulf of Mexico happened the spills and were classified among the Spill of 
National Significance. 
US government was made an effort to deal with it. Different agencies had participated, 
scientists, Journalists even public, in considering international legislative perspective. 
Based on some US Acts (OPA...) and plans (NCP…); claims had been paid by the 
company in charge (B.P.) and restorations had been put into consideration. 
1.2 Problem statement 
Rapid economic growth has caused an important increase in oil consumption in recent 
years. 
Currently, a significant amount of oil is spilled into seas from operational discharges 
of ships as well as from accidental tanker collisions and groundings. The oil spill accident 
is very harmful to the ocean environment and the health of mankind. 
However managing oil spill accidents is not an easy task for coastal states, up to now 
different countries have not yet established strong legislations (rules and policies) to 
control oil spill. 
Effective oil spill governance requires strong legislation, and working together fro 

















This research evaluates current oil spill governance using the Deepwater horizon oil 
spill as an example. 
Deepwater Horizon oil has been the first spill classified among the Spill of 
Significance due to the large impacts it had caused into Gulf of Mexico marine 
environment.  
Despite the US Government response, the oil spills in Deepwater Horizon continue to 
impact negatively the environment. This has raised so many questions about the 
effectiveness of US Government response on Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 
However many lessons can be learned from the U.S. government response despite the 
gaps. 
1.3 Hypothesis 
During this research some hypothesis were verified firstly if The Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill response was successful and secondary if Oil spill could not be cleaned up totally 
from the marine environment  
1.4 Objectives of the Study 
The present study has as main objective of evaluation U.S. government Oil spill 
management through 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. 
It has other Specifique objectives such as to Evaluate legislatives and responsible 
agencies of Oil Spill in U.S., elaborate Lessons learned from US governance of oil spill; 
Analyze different sides good and bad of US response and give suggestions to other 
countries; precisely highlight what have been good and what have been bad in terms of 
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